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Rossella De Falco 
 

Kaasstraat 1, Antwerpen, 2000, Belgium 
+32480610187 

rossella.defalco@unatwerpen.be 

 

 EDUCATION   

 
University of Padua, Human Rights Center 

  
Padua, Italy 

Ph.D. in Human Rights, Society and Multi-level Governance  May 2021 
Cum Laude, Doctor Europaeus   

• Obtained independent public funding in the form of PhD Scholarship.    
• PhD Thesis and four published academic articles, including research design and implementation.  
• Conducted interdisciplinary research on the impacts of financial crises on the right to health in Europe.  
 
University of Essex, School of Law 

  
Colchester, UK 

LL.M. in Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, Distinction  October 2017 
 
Johns Hopkins University, SAIS 

 
Washington DC, USA 

MA, Master of Arts in International Affairs 
Double Title with University of Bologna, School of Political Sciences 

May 2016 

University of Bologna, School of Political Science  Bologna, Italy 
BA, International Cooperation and Development, cum Laude  July 2014 

  

EXPERIENCE 

  

 
 University of Antwerp 

   
     Antwerpen, Belgium 

 Postdoctoral Researcher in International Human Rights Law         June 2025 – present 
• Senior researcher in the project ‘Governing human rights through partnerships’, funded by the 

European Commission’s European Research Centre (ERC). The project investigates multi-stakeholder 
partnerships across education, health, food and water, including for children’s well-being and rights.  

• Conducting and writing research protocols for document analysis, expert interviews and longitudinal 
participant observation related to UN High-level political forum on SDGs.  

• Supervising and mentoring PhD students using qualitative research methods and socio-legal analysis. 
 
 Just Fair UK 

  
London, UK 

 Head of Right to Health Campaign June 2024-2025 
• Authored a groundbreaking research report on rights-based approaches to healthcare in the UK.  
• Led a network of civil society, academics and researchers on health inequalities, including children and 

children with disabilities. 
• Authored a toolkit on how to campaign for the right to health in the UK. 

 

Global Initiative for Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (GI-ESCR) 

 
 

Missouri, USA (remote) 
Program Officer on the Right to Health Jan 2021-June 2024 
• Led 6 multi-country, qualitative research projects about health inequalities and development. This 

effort resulted in 7 published reports and policy briefs about health inequalities and marginalized 
populations, such as women and children, in Kenya, Nigeria, Ivory Coast and Italy. 

• Led participatory-action-research (PAR) in Gagnoa, Ivory Coast, working in French and English. 
• Presented as a speaker and coordinated 4 panels at World Bank Civil Society Policy Forums.   
• Wrote over 20 health-related inputs to UN Treaty Monitoring Bodies and Special Procedures. 
• Led the organization of the civil society conference Our Future is Public 2022 in Santiago, Chile.  
• Coordinated students’ project on energy poverty and women’s health with Essex University. 
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Center for Economic and Social Rights (CESR) 

                   
                  New York, USA 

Graduate Research Intern June-August 2018 
• Conducted a systematic literature review on economic policies and human rights; advised on 

quantitative research methods and multi-method research; wrote blog posts for dissemination.   

 

Essex Business and Human Rights Project 

 

Colchester, UK 
Researcher Nov 2016-Aug 2017 
• Analysed bilateral and regional trade agreements on social and environmental impact assessments. 

Essex Human Rights Clinic, School of Law 
Researcher 

                                                  Colchester, UK  
                                        Nov 2016-Aug 2017 

• Developed a set of human rights indicators to assess Colombia’s national development policy. 

International Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS)                                                          London, UK 
Sponsored Scholar                                            June-August 2016 
• Edited and fact-checked article submitted to the academic journal Survival: Global Politics and Strategy. 

• Conducted research on geopolitics and global security. 

Johns Hopkins University                                                        Bologna, Italy 
Teaching assistant in Theory of International Relations                                                   Sept-Dec 2015 
• Held weekly learning labs to support teaching for an international class of 60 students. 

SKILLS 
 

Languages 
Italian (native), English (fluent), French (Advanced), Spanish (Intermediate). 
   

Software 
• Proficient in R & RStudio; NVivo; Microsoft Office (Word, Excel, Publisher, Power Point); LibreOffice; 

Zotero; Endnote; Mendeley; Monday; Canva.  

• Good knowledge of Atlas.ti, SPSS, MAXQDA, and STATA. 

Specialized research training courses  

• “Process Tracing Methods”, Online Ph.D. Course, Aarhus University (2020). 
• “Cluster analysis with R” and “Survey Analysis with R”, DataCamp (2020).  
• QCA (Qualitative Comparative Analysis) and Fuzzy sets (with RStudio), ECPR Summer School in 

Research Methods and Techniques, Central European University (2019). 
• “Fundamentals and Methods for Impact Evaluation of Public Policies”, FBK-IRVAPP Winter School, 

University of Trento (2019). 

Hobbies and other activities 
 

• Regional coordinator for youth activism at Amnesty International Italy (2010 – 2015). 

• Professional harpist and singer with 8 years of stage experience across Italy, France and USA. 

References 
Sylvain Aubry, Deputy Director, Human Rights Watch, Economic Justice Division, aubrys@hrw.org. 
Judith Bueno De Mesquita, Senior Lecturer and Co-Deputy Director of the Human Rights Centre in the 
Essex Law School, jrbuen@essex.ac.uk, +44(0)1206 874117. 
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Publication List  

Rossella De Falco 

Articles in peer-reviewed journals 
● Gamze Erdem Türkelli and Rossella De Falco (2025) “Human rights accountability in global health multi-

stakeholder partnerships: the case of the Access to COVID-19 Tools Accelerator” Health and Human Rights 

Journal, 27(2), 65-77. 

● Camila Gianella, Jasmine Gideon, Mariana Salas, Kate Bayliss, Rossella De Falco, María José Romero and Ruth 

Iguiñiz (2024) “A ‘Common Sense’ Response to Health Inequalities in Peru? Public-Private Partnerships in 

Health and the Implications for the Right to Health and Economic Inequality”, Journal of Human Rights Practice, 

16(3), 836–851. DOI: 10.1093/jhuman/huae016.  

● Rossella De Falco, Timothy Fish Hodgson, Matthew McConnell, and A. Kayum Ahmed (2023) “Assessing the 

Human Rights Framework on Private Actors in Healthcare and Economic Inequality,” Health and Human Rights 

Journal, 25(2), 125. Available here.  

● Rossella De Falco and Roberto De Vogli (2021) "Socioeconomic Inequalities and the Covid-19 Pandemic," Italian 

Journal of Mental Health, 2021(2). DOI: 10.3280/RSF2021-002003. Available here. 

● Roberto De Vogli, Maria Diletta Buio, and Rossella De Falco (2021) "Effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on health 

inequalities and mental health: effective public policies." Epidemiologia & Prevenzione 45, no 6: 588-597, 

(2021). DOI: 10.19191/ep21.6.125. Available here. 

● Rossella De Falco (2020) "Human Rights, Fiscal Policy and Economic Pluralism: Building Inclusive Recovery 

after COVID-19," Peace Human Rights Governance 4(2), 215-246. DOI: 10.14658/pupj-phrg-2020-2-3. Available 

here.  

● Rossella De Falco (2019) "Access to Healthcare and the Global Financial Crisis in Italy: A Human Rights 

Perspective." e-Cadernos CES 31 (2019). Available here. 

● Roberto De Vogli, Rossella De Falco, and Giorgio Mattei (2019) "Excess suicides due to the global economic crisis 
in Italy: an update." Epidemiologia & prevenzione 43, no 2-3: 111-111. DOI: 10.19191/EP19.2-3.P111.039. 
Available here.  

● Rossella De Falco (2016) “Life Among Mafias,” Survival: Global Politics and Strategy, 58(5): 209-216. 

DOI: 10.1080/00396338.2016.1231543. Available here. 

Book chapters  
● Jessica Merone, Rossella De Falco, and Paola Degani (2024) “’We’re constantly fighting for that opportunity’: A 

Qualitative Study of Access Barriers to Sexual and Reproductive Health for Hispanic Immigrant Women in the 

United States” in Pellicani, Michela C., and Gül Ince-Beqo, eds. Migration and Health, Theories, Policies, and 

Experiences. Transnational Press London: London. 

● Rossella De Falco, “The COVID-19 pandemic in Italy: what lessons for the protection of the right to health at 

times of public health emergency?”, in International Commission of Jurists (ICJ) Kenyan Section, The 

Compendium on the Right to Health: Emerging and Comparative Jurisprudence on the Right to Health (2023). 

Available here.  

● Rossella De Falco, “Socioeconomic Rights at times of Economic Crisis”, in De Stefani, Paolo, and Pietro De Perini, 

eds. What's New in Human Rights Doctoral Research: A Collection of Critical Literature Reviews. Vol. 2. Padova 

University Press (2018) Available here. 

Edited books 
● Rossella De Falco and Roberto De Vogli (eds) The Elgar Companion to Wellbeing and the Sustainable 

Development Goals, Edward Elgar Publishing, (forthcoming, 2026).  

Book reviews 
● Rossella De Falco (2023) “The unequal pandemic: COVID-19 and health inequalities. By Clare Bambra, Julia 

Lynch, Katherine E. Smith, Bristol: Bristol University Press. 2021. £9.99 (paperback). ISBN: 978-1447361237,” 

Social Policy & Administration, (2023). DOI: 10.1111/spol.12953?af=R.  

https://doi.org/10.1093/jhuman/huae016
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC10733764/pdf/hhr-25-02-125.pdf
https://www.torrossa.com/it/resources/an/5040423
https://doi.org/10.19191/ep21.6.125
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/35001601/
https://phrg.padovauniversitypress.it/system/files/papers/PHRG-2020-2-3.pdf
https://journals.openedition.org/eces/4452?lang=en
http://dx.doi.org/10.19191/EP19.2-3.P111.039
http://dx.doi.org/10.19191/EP19.2-3.P111.039
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/00396338.2016.1231543
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/308389435_Life_Among_Mafias
https://icj-kenya.org/?sdm_process_download=1&download_id=7537
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/331021346_Socioeconomic_Rights_at_Times_of_Economic_Crisis_the_Right_to_Health_in_the_Age_of_Austerity
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● Rossella De Falco (2022) “International human rights, social policy and global development: Critical 

perspectives,” Gerard McCann Féilim Ó hAdhmaill Bristol: Policy Press, 2020. ISBN: 9781447349228; £26.99 

(EPub)" Social Policy & Administration, 200-201. DOI: 10.1111/spol.12751.  

Expert legal guidelines 
● Habibi, Roojin and Bottini Filho, Luciano and Bueno de Mesquita, Judith and Burci, Gian Luca and Cabal, Luisa 

and de Campos, Thana Cristina and Chirwa, Danwood and Dagron, Stéphanie and Davis, Sara (Meg) and De 

Falco, Rossella and Fish Hodgson, Tim and Eccleston-Turner, Mark and Forman, Lisa and Gross, Aeyal and 

Gostin, Lawrence O. and Hoffman, Steven and Khosla, Rajat and Lee, Tsung-ling and Lee, Tsung-ling and Meier, 

Benjamin Mason and Negri, Stefania and Phelan, Alexandra and Quintero Martinez, Rocío and Ram, Ravi M. and 

Seiderman, Ian and Sekalala, Sharifah and Sepulveda Carmona, Magdalena and Toebes, Brigit and Toebes, Brigit 
and Sirleaf, Matiangai V. S. and Taylor, Allyn and Villarreal, Pedro A and Were, Nerima and Yamin, Alicia Ely and 

Zia-Zarifi, Saman (2023) “The Principles and Guidelines on Human Rights and Public Health Emergencies,” 

University of Groningen Faculty of Law Research Paper No.14/2023. Available open access at 

SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=4454622. 

Papers presented at conferences 
● Rossella De Falco, “Obblighi internazionali relativi alla legal preparedness per le emergenze sanitarie: una 

prospettiva di diritto internazionale dei diritti umani”, Health Emergencies and Legal Preparedness: Global, 
Regional and National approaches, School of Advanced Studies Sant’Anna, Pisa, (20 January 2026). 

● M. A. Bermúdez Bretón and Rossella De Falco, “Accountability and Multistakeholder partnerships: Human 
Rights Accountability as a Process” (20 November 2025). 

● Rossella De Falco, “Universal Access to Healthcare, Human Rights and Economic Crisis: a fs-QCA of Healthcare 
Reforms in the EU (Working Paper)”, International QCA Paper Development Workshop 2020 (Compass), online, 
(2020)  Available here.  

● Rossella De Falco, “The Economic Crisis, Austerity and Public Health Systems in Europe: Assessing the Impact 
on the Right to Health through fuzzy set Qualitative Comparative Analysis (fsQCA),” SISP Conference (2019) 
Available here. 

● AFEP-IIPPE, International Symposium. Paper Presentation: “Inequities in Accessing Care at Times of Crisis: 
What Future for the Right to Health in Italy?” (2019).  

Authored Reports and Policy Brief  
● Rossella De Falco (2021) “Italy’s experience during COVID-19 and the limits of privatisation in healthcare” 

Global Initiative for Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (Policy Brief). Available here.  

● Rossella De Falco and Ashina Mtsumi (2022) “Report: Patients or Customers? The Impact of Commercialised 

Healthcare on the Right to Health in Kenya during the COVID-19 Pandemic” Global Initiative for Economic, Social 

and Cultural Rights (Report). DOI: 10.53110/RPCN4627. Available here.  

● Rossella De Falco (2022) “The failure of commercialised healthcare in Nigeria during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Discrimination and inequality in the enjoyment of the right to health” Global Initiative for Economic, Social and 

Cultural Rights and Justice & Empowerment Initiative (Report). DOI: 10.53110/ZYQT7031. Available here.  

● Rossella De Falco, “Healthcare Systems and the Commercialisation of Healthcare: a Glossary”, Global Initiative 

for Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and Justice (Policy Brief) DOI: https://doi.org/10.53110/BXUD5190. 

Available here. 

Open Editorials in Newspapers and Journals 
● Rosa Pavanelli and Rossella De Falco (2021) “Invertire la corsa alla mercificazione della sanità”, Il Manifesto. 

Available here.  

● Rossella De Falco and Roberto De Vogli (2018) “Sanità pubblica: presto in Italia potremmo non averla più”, Il 

Fatto Quotidiano. Available here.  

● Tim Fish Hogdson (and others, including Rossella De Falco), “States cannot negotiate a pandemic treaty alone” 

BMJ Global (2022). Doi: https://doi.org/10.1136/bmj.o1281.  Available open access here.   

● Tim Fish Hodgson and Rossella De Falco (2021) “Human Rights and Universal Access to COVID-19 Vaccines: 

Does the Human Rights Council Resolution go far enough?”, Opinio Juris. Available here.  

http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/spol.12751
https://ssrn.com/abstract=4454622
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/346978631_Universal_Access_to_Healthcare_Human_Rights_and_Economic_Crisis_a_fs-QCA_of_Healthcare_Reforms_in_the_EU_Working_Paper
https://www.sisp.it/convegno2019/?pagename=cms&name=paper-room&trackname=metodologia-della-ricerca
https://www.gi-escr.org/publications/policy-brief-italys-experience-during-covid-19-and-the-limits-of-privatisation-in-healthcare
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5a6e0958f6576ebde0e78c18/t/626958acb8357d201c05f617/1651071149294/Kenya-Health-Report-FINAL-APRIL+2022.pdf
https://www.gi-escr.org/publications/report-the-right-to-health-during-covid-19-in-nigeria-discrimination-and-inequality-in-a-commercialised-healthcare-system
https://doi.org/10.53110/BXUD5190
https://gi-escr.org/images/Healthcare%20Systems.pdf
https://ilmanifesto.it/invertire-la-corsa-alla-mercificazione-della-sanita
https://www.ilfattoquotidiano.it/2018/12/09/sanita-pubblica-presto-in-italia-potremmo-non-averla-piu/4823328/
https://doi.org/10.1136/bmj.o1281
https://www.bmj.com/content/377/bmj.o1281
https://www.bmj.com/content/377/bmj.o1281
http://opiniojuris.org/2021/03/23/human-rights-and-universal-access-to-covid-19-vaccines-does-the-human-rights-council-resolution-go-far-enough/


5 

 
 

 

Blog Posts 
● Rosa Pavanelli and Rossella De Falco (2021) “A Cautionary Lesson from Italy: Commercialization of healthcare 

can kill”, Open Global Rights. Available here.  

● Rossella De Falco (2018) “Death by a million cuts: what future for the right to health in Italy?” Center for 

Economic and Social Rights. Available here.  

https://www.openglobalrights.org/a-cautionary-lesson-from-italy-commercialization-of-healthcare-can-kill/
https://www.cesr.org/death-million-cuts-what-future-right-health-italy/

